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EDITORIAL 

"I hope you’re all keeping your spirits up and fitting some art 
into your 'lockdown' days, between all the gardening, 

decorating, clearing out of sheds and video-calls with family 
that is the new 'normal'!   Personally, I have found this time 
at home has allowed me to spend some lovely long hours 
drawing and painting, even though this has often been for my 

'virtual' classes on WhatsApp. 

I've also been spending time devising ways to keep you all 
connected with Art Club via the website, YouTube videos and 
posting on our Facebook page. It's a steep learning curve! 

Some of you have sent me news of what you've been up to, 
accompanied by images of your 'lockdown' pictures, which 
Stephen has collated for inclusion in this excellent issue of the 
Pirbright Art Club Newsletter. I'm sure you'll enjoy it." 

Maggie 

 

 

 

 

MJR approved image 

 

 
 

“All the News that Fits” 

Some PAC members have produced truly excellent work 
whilst in lockdown, and we’re very pleased to reproduce 

them over the next few pages. I should stress that they’re not 
in any particular order: it’s a question of fitting the different 
shapes and sizes on the page – not as easy as it might 
appear. Frank’s garden scene was deemed to be very 
appropriate for the front cover of this ‘Working from Home’ 

issue, and Elaine has a page to herself because she sent more 
pictures in than anyone else! Maggie has several pages 
because it’s instructive to read her notes to the pictures (and 
she runs the club). 

 
Well done to all concerned, and if the rest of you would like 
your work to appear in a future newsletter, please send a 
JPEG file (not too small – I can always compress them) to 

Maggie or myself, details of where you did it and why, and 
the media you used. I may have to edit your text for space 
reasons, so please try to keep it to around 100 words. 
 

Keep ‘em coming!  

 

Stephen 
 

CONTACTS: 

Management & Direction: Maggie Read pirbrightartclub@btconnect.com 

Website: Frank Fuller lowingfold@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Stephen Jones itbluesagain@gmail.com 

https://pirbrightartclub.co.uk/
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MEMBERS’ GALLERY David Harmer & Valerie Noble 

 

David Harmer sold this charming watercolour 

‘Reigate from the Tunnel’ recently. He writes: “This 
was from my Artfinder site, about two weeks ago . . . The 
painting went to a buyer in Reigate, of all places. Parcelforce 
collected so I didn't have to break my isolation, and it was 

delivered the following day. The lady who bought the 
painting has sensibly put the package into quarantine as she 
is asthmatic.” 

The Artfinder website that David refers to can be 

found at https://www.artfinder.com  

Stop Press: David has very recently sold a second 
picture (right), of Eilean Donan Castle, Lochalsh, 

from his own website, making three in total this year. 
Congratulations to David on achieving this, 

particularly as there are currently no exhibitions 
because of the lockdown. 

https://artgallery.co.uk/artist/david-harmer 

 

This stunning drawing was done by founder member 

Valerie Noble. When pressed for more detail she 
replied: “Yes it’s a hare and done in pastel pencils . . . each 

little hair!! Haha . . . sorry couldn’t resist it.” Doh! 

 

 

https://pirbrightartclub.co.uk/
http://www.artfinder.com/
https://artgallery.co.uk/artist/david-harmer
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MEMBERS’ GALLERY Jenny Griffiths & Stephen Jones 

Jenny Griffiths 
(from Maggie’s 
Friday Painting 

Class): “It has been 
nice to calm down 

with our latest project 
as directed by Maggie: 
drawing or painting 
still-life objects or 
scenes around the 

garden. 

I spent a happy 
morning doing a 
charcoal still life with 

a touch of magenta 
(must be the Scottish 
Colourist influence). I 
valued being able to 

control the lighting 
and positioning of 
objects at home, much 
easier than in the 

classroom. I love 

charcoal and was in 
my comfort zone. 
Lovely.” 

 

 

 

 

Your Editor at last 
finished his evening 

view of Peckham – 
begun in autumn 
2018 at a Tuesday 

Group meeting, 
and abandoned 

halfway through as 
being rather beyond 

his capabilities! 
Lockdown allowed 
him time to knuckle 

down and finish it. 
Alkyd (fast-drying) 

oils on board. 

 

https://pirbrightartclub.co.uk/


WORKING FROM HOME 

PAC Newsletter: June 2020 Page 5 https://pirbrightartclub.co.uk/ 

MEMBERS’ GALLERY Elaine Balmer 

Elaine Balmer, prolific as ever, has been 

painting and drawing from various online 
sources, but mainly via Facebook. Many 
of the demonstrations and classes are free. 

Elaine has been working in watercolour 
and pastel on paper.  

The drawing on the right was done from 
the Sky Portrait Artist Facebook page, 

which features a ‘live’ class every Sunday, 
from 10am to 2pm. The model, in this case 
the dancer and choreographer Akram 

Khan, sits at home and is painted online 
by a previous winner of the Sky Portrait 

Artist of the Year TV programme. Viewers 
are encouraged to paint along too. Maggie 

participated the following week (see page 9). 

The paintings below were done via Eric 
Thompson’s Art Studio page on Facebook. 

He runs an art school and gallery in 
Bishop Aukland, and was happy for Elaine 

to join in. 

 

 
 

  

https://pirbrightartclub.co.uk/
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IN THE GARDEN Maggie Read 

 

Maggie seems to have leapt at the opportunity of staying at home and using the time creatively. First up is this 

painting of her garden pond, surrounded by pots and plants. The statue of Michelangelo’s ‘David’ is a subject 
she has returned to in her YouTube demonstration for the Watercolour Plus! Group. Maggie painted this in 
acrylics from just outside her front door, proving that you don’t have to work from photographs or travel far to 

produce an arresting painting. It was completed in the studio. 
 

https://pirbrightartclub.co.uk/
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AT HOME . . . AND IN ROME! Maggie 

Below are a couple of Maggie’s pencil sketches: ‘Fading Roses’ and the imaginatively-titled “Old Stuff Found in 

the Shed”, proving again that you can make an interesting work out of almost anything. These are presumably 
drawings from the sketchbook she was encouraging us all to keep at the beginning of the year! 

 

 

 
Maggie, like Elaine – and maybe others amongst you? – has embraced the idea of working from ‘live’ scenes 

online. This exercise was set up by the Mall Galleries on April 16th, using Skyline webcams from the Trevi 

Fountain in Rome https://www.skylinewebcams.com/en/webcam/italia/lazio/roma/fontana-di-trevi.html. Maggie’s 

drawing demonstrates what can be achieved in a couple of hours. 

  

https://pirbrightartclub.co.uk/
https://www.skylinewebcams.com/en/webcam/italia/lazio/roma/fontana-di-trevi.html


WORKING FROM HOME 

PAC Newsletter: June 2020 Page 8 https://pirbrightartclub.co.uk/ 

VIRTUAL CORNWALL Maggie 

This was another exercise Maggie did from the Mall Galleries website using 

Skyline Webcams, this time from Newlyn Harbour in Cornwall, on April 
30th. I really like these watercolour studies, with their limited colour palette, 
particularly the top one. The umbrella (right) is to shade her computer 

screen, not a precaution against rain in Newlyn!  

https://www.mallgalleries.org.uk/whats-on/events/drawing-session-newlyn-
harbour-online  
 

 

 

 

 

Maggie writes: "I really enjoyed working from the webcam at Newlyn Harbour - it transported me there and was a very serene 
experience. Although it was very still, the gentle bobbing of the boats and the odd seagull flying by, not to mention the changing 
light and clouds drifting past, made it very different from a static photo of the scene. 

The top version of the view was my main study - done in loose watercolours over a pencil drawing. The second study was a very 
quick one to fill the remaining time, which avoided me over-working the first one!" 

 

 

https://pirbrightartclub.co.uk/
https://www.mallgalleries.org.uk/whats-on/events/drawing-session-newlyn-harbour-online
https://www.mallgalleries.org.uk/whats-on/events/drawing-session-newlyn-harbour-online
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ONLINE PORTRAIT Maggie 

 

Maggie tried the Sunday morning “Sky Arts Portrait Artist of the Week” page on 

Facebook on May 10th, in which the 2018 Portrait Artist of the Year, Samira Addo, 
painted the photographer John ‘Rankin’ Waddell, posing from his home. It doesn’t sound 
as though it was a happy experience, although your Editor is inclined to agree with 

Maggie’s comments: it seems bizarre to have a ‘live’ model posing and then draw them 
from a photograph you’ve taken! With an online programme it means the artist is two 

stages removed from the sitter. Despite not finishing, Maggie managed to capture 
Rankin’s rather surly demeanour in a limited time. 

  

Maggie’s comment: “This was a very different experience (from the Newlyn painting). The model was sitting for a 4-hour 
'live' session, during which Samira Addo was apparently painting him from life. Because of the limited view of her work when 
she (occasionally) appeared on screen, I was concerned mainly with the model. Rankin talked throughout, seemed self-conscious, 

uncomfortable and bored, and rarely kept to the pose he’d been set in.  He sometimes apologised and said he felt he was letting 
Addo down with his fidgeting. I wondered why she didn't put him back to the pose, and then glimpsed the iPad attached to her 
board - she’d ‘mapped out’ the drawing and had obviously worked entirely from a screen-shot. 

I was so disappointed that I downed tools and decided not to participate in future sessions. It seems disrespectful to have a live 

model sitting (albeit broadcast from their own home) and then not even look at them - no wonder Rankin felt awkward. I taught 
a Portrait Class for many years and there’s a skill to keeping a model engaged with the pose: resting them when they start to tire 
and helping them to relax. This is the job of the artist/teacher. 

Artists have enjoyed painting along in this Sunday series but it seems many use screen-shots instead of working from true 
observation. Photos are an important part of learning to draw portraits, but a 'live' model session should mean just that in my 

view!” 

Hear, hear! – Ed. 

https://pirbrightartclub.co.uk/
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PAINTING FROM HOME 

TV GUIDE  

By our Arts 

Correspondent 

Sky Arts 
(subscription) 

Various times 

Portrait Artist of 

the Year  

These long-established programmes are the best of the bunch if you want to learn 
about painting – and Sky Arts repeats them regularly. The competition is tough, 
and the participants have to be self-confident and immune to very public scrutiny. 

The judges really know what they’re talking about: Tai Shan Schierenberg is an 
eminent portrait artist; Kate Bryan is the head of contemporary art at the Fine Art 
Society; and Kathleen Soriano is the director of exhibitions at the Royal Academy. 
The standard of work in both competitions has become very high indeed over the 

years.  

https://www.skyartsartistoftheyear.tv/portrait/ 
https://www.skyartsartistoftheyear.tv/landscape/ 
http://www.taishanschierenberg.com/  

Landscape Artist 

of the Year 

 

Channel 4 

(free to air) 
 
Mondays 8pm 

 
Catchup 

online or 
AllFour 

 
 

Grayson’s Art 

Club 

This programme is great fun, and positively fizzes with creativity, helped by 
Grayson Perry’s infectious personality. He doesn’t talk down to people, and we see 

him producing a work of his own each week. His wife Philippa, a practicing 
psychotherapist and an artist in her own right, keeps him anchored and provides 
the perfect foil. Perry is joined by a ‘celebrity’ guest each week: to date he’s had 
comedians Vic Reeves and Harry Hill, and sculptor Sir Anthony Gormley. It’s 
reassuring in these troubled times to see the creative response the programme has 

generated, with people sending in a huge variety of artwork for possible inclusion 

in a post-Covid exhibition curated by Perry. Worth watching just to admire the 
range of human creativity and the number of genuinely eccentric people residing 
out there amongst the great British public. 

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/graysons-art-club 

 

BBC 4 
(free to air) 

 
Tuesdays 
8pm 

  
Catchup on 

iPlayer 

Life Drawing 

Live! 

I have to admit that I developed something of a bias against this programme after 
reading a warning on the BBC website that it ‘contains some nudity’ – shock 
horror, surely not?!!! The programme itself is a great idea, but the execution is 
dismal. The set looks as though it’s been thrown together by the sort of people who 

redesign pubs to make them look older. It’s fronted by the over-excitable Josie 
d’Arby whose skills as a TV presenter hardly exceed her modest artistic abilities, 
and Lachlan Goudie - who can at least do both. The atmosphere is artificial and 
relentlessly upbeat. The most able person on the programme is the professional 

artist Nicky Philipps, who has produced some of the finest British portraits of the 
last 20 years. I would’ve been content to watch Nicky work in silence for a couple 
of hours, but presumably this would have negated the need for the elaborate set and 
the gushing presenters . . . 

Do have a go at the ‘Pose Cam’ on the red button, which Maggie found 
worthwhile – it also means you don’t have to listen to Josie d’Arby. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000jcnt 
http://www.nickyphilipps.com/index.html 

 

BBC 4 

(free to air) 
 
Mondays 7pm 

 
Catchup on 

iPlayer 

The Joy of 

Painting 

This is a tricky one, as some of you may be fans of Happy Bob’s soothing voice, 
gentle manner and folksy homilies. Just don’t mistake it for a serious instructional 

painting programme - ‘The Joy of Painting’ is valium for the worried well. Bob 
paints implausible landscapes without analysis or observation. His colour palette 
looks as though he’s ingested a couple of tabs of LSD prior to picking up his 
brushes. All his mountains are pointed, the meadows are lush and the lakes 

mirror-like. No living creature disturbs the tranquillity of Bob’s eerily dead world. 
The fact that you can buy a Bob Ross sleeping app says it all. View with caution. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000hjkz 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/12/business/bob-ross-sleep-
meditation-app.html 

 

https://pirbrightartclub.co.uk/
https://www.skyartsartistoftheyear.tv/portrait/
https://www.skyartsartistoftheyear.tv/landscape/
http://www.taishanschierenberg.com/
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/graysons-art-club
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000jcnt
http://www.nickyphilipps.com/index.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000hjkz
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/12/business/bob-ross-sleep-meditation-app.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/12/business/bob-ross-sleep-meditation-app.html
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AND FINALLY . . . THE BONNARDS IN THE BATHROOM (Warning: contains some nudity!) 

. . . Tired of lockdown? Feeling uninspired and listless? Why not emulate Pierre 

Bonnard & his wife Marthe? They spent the early years of the Second World War in 
virtual isolation in their home at Le Cannet in the South of France, unable to travel 
and with few visitors. 

Pierre never failed to find inspiration from his immediate surroundings, although 
eagle-eyed (male) readers may detect a certain theme in his work. Female readers 

may prefer to depict their husband cleaning the bath, although not perhaps in the 

nude . . . . 
 

    

   

    

 

 

https://pirbrightartclub.co.uk/

